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Message From The President

I ¢ <

'n the early-1990s, Hong Kong people diffused in the society with a

mood of loss and disappointment as they were uncertain upon the return
to China. The negotiation for the handover between the two nations was

trapped in a hiccup.

5
I'.‘: i:_ With the increase in air traffic, we had to look for a location suitable for
_ the new airport and finally chose Chek Lap Kok as the solution.
P Inevitably, arguments popped in on and off from time to time about the
: construction of the airport. The wisdom that Hong Kong people
engaged in solving problems was just like playing Whac-A-Mole. This
was a popular arcade game invented in 1975 by Kazuo Yamada of TOGO. A game player kept an eye on the
game machine and was ready to punch the mole precisely whenever its head was emerging. Many problems

were solved with these little tactics and skills. It was far better than sweeping the specks of dirt under the rug,

pretending not to see it.

The social unrest last year was mainly due to a proposed bill regarding extradition to amend the Fugitive
Offenders Ordinance (Cap. 503). It became more complicated with foreign interference. Amid the riot, the
coronavirus pandemic added in more questions to the Hong Kong community. Schools were shut down.
Government offices were half-closed. Most people worked from home. Mr LEE Ka-shing advertised in a few
newspapers: “How can you pluck the melon from the Yellow Terrace again”, which implied the community could
not take troubles any more. With the enforcement of the national security law, Hong Kong was taking steps to

restore peace.

In the wake of the pandemic, the 2020 Hong Kong Legislative Council election scheduled on 6 September 2020
was postponed to 5 September 2021. The pro-democrats saw the postponement a blow to them. They aimed to
achieve “35+” majority which was stimulated by the overwhelming result from the 2019 District Council
Election. The western powers were unhappy with these moves and thought that the Central People’s Government
used to bide time to thwart opposition parties’ influence. U.S. President Donald TRUMP signed in for the
execution of the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act and more the so-called sanctions flooded in to
interfere with our internal affairs. Hong Kong people were mounted with all sorts of frustration without elixir to

cure them.



“There seems no road beyond the hills and streams, amidst the shadow of willows and blooming flowers, we see

a village.”

On 16 August 2020, the Chinese state media quoted that the State Intellectual Property Office on Sunday (16th)
that the COVID-19 vaccine “Ad5-nCoV vaccine” jointly developed by the research team led by Chen Wei of the
Academy of Military Medical Research and CanSino Biosciences was granted the first COVID-19 patent. This
vaccine had gone through phase I and phase II trials at home and abroad and achieved the safety and
immunogenicity standards. The phase III international clinical trials were proceeding in an orderly manner. The
vaccine would be the elixir for us to restore our economy and livelihoods to normal. Let’s keep our fingers

crossed for the goodness.

The association had many plans to explore and develop this year, such as a housing scheme for retired civil
servants in the Bay Area, a promotional membership plan, an online shopping platform for the association and the
fellow retired associations, a support group for Lantau Tomorrow Vision. It should be busy enough for the
association, not to mention the Olympic Game in Tokyo. Unfortunately, all these turned in vain because of the

pandemic. As soon as the restriction order is uplifted, I am sure we will revive them into action plans.

In the past few months, we organised two monthly lunch meetings. We treasured the time that we could gather
together than that at any time before; in particular the one on 9 July 2020, members were so happy to see each
other with joyful chats and blessings amongst them. I recalled a movie called “Cast Away”, a survival drama
film, which featured a man who stranded on an uninhabited island after an aircraft accident. Although it was not
a real-life story, we have a similar situation in that we should overcome all the problems and hardships with
desperate attempts to survive and regain everything we lost. I want to share a few words from the movie, that is

“At the edge of the world, our journey begins!”

I wish you good luck and good health at all times!
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Annual General Meeting & Silver Jubilee Dinner

The Association’s 2019 Annual General Meeting and Silver Jubilee Dinner was held on 25
November 2019 at the Hong Kong Jockey Club, Happy Valley Clubhouse, Shan Kwong Road,
Happy Valley (FasHi B LG » £ & )Jr). We were honoured by the presence of Mr
Joshua LAW Chi-kong — Secretary for the Civil Service (AN B R REERENA), Mr
Thomas T M CHOW - Permanent Secretary for the Civil Service (2% B &R E T EER
WIS, representatives of Retiree Associations and other distinguished guests.
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